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Q  within  o  nc- nth  after  the  v^r  with  America  started, 

v/r.s  n~t  the  Prisoner  cf  ”'ar  Inf  motion  Bureau  set  up? 

4  Yes,  it  wa s.  It  wa s  set  up  rn  a  basis  cf  treaties. 

Q  h'ithin  tv/o  cr  three  months  thereafter,  there  was  set 

un,  was  there  not.  the  Prisoner  cf  rr~r  Administrative 
Section?  I  an  nrt  sure  if  this  is  the  correct 
Japanese  title  f  r  it,  however. 

A  All  the  work  dealing  with  nilitary  oriseners  "as 

handled  by  the  Prisoner  Inf  orric.tian  Bureau,  I  think. 
”ras  this  a  public  body? 

Q  Yes,  I  think  it  was  part  cf  the  V/r.r  Depr.rtnent  and 
very  sinilar  to  the  Prisoner  Inforr.ation  Bureau. 

A  I  believe  it  was  handled  by  the  Prisoner  Information 
Bureau.  There  was  a  separate  b'dy  under  the  Hone 
Ministry,  however,  to  deal  with  civilians.  I  d^n't 
know  what  the  nr.r.e  of  that  was. 

Q  What  crraniz.ati'  ns ,  in  addition  to  the  Prisoner  of 

r’or  Inf  motion  Bureau,  wore  set  up  by  the  ’7ar  Depart- 
nent  for  dealing  with  prisoners? 

A  Besides  the  Prisoner  cf  v,ar  Information  Bureau,  there 
were  the  Prisoner  deception  Centers  ^shuy  jc7. 

Q  7ere  there  a  nunber  of  those? 

A  Yes. 


Q  And  the  nurber  and  locations  cf  those  were  fixed  by 
the  Minister  :f  ,far,  were  they  n't? 

A.  Yes,  as  the  nunber  cf  prisoners  increased,  the  nunber 
of  centers  increased  in  the  so.no  way. 
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Q  Within  1  ncr.th  after  the  war  -»ith  America  started. 

was  n~t  the  Prisoner  cf  ”far  Inf  rrvr.ticn  Bureau  set  up? 

A  Yes,  it  was.  It  v/a s  set  up  on  a  basis  cf  treaties. 

Q  Within  tv/o  cr  three  months  thereafter,  there  \r. s  set 

un,  was  there  net,  the  °riscnor  cf  v,'r  Administrative 
Section?  I  an  nrt  sure  if  this  is  the  correct 
Japanese  title  f  r  it,  however. 

A  All  the  work  dealing  with  nilitary  arise ners  was 

handled  by  the  Prisoner  Inf ornatian  Bureau,  I  think. 

"'as  this  a  public  b^dy? 

Q  Yes,  I  think  it  was  part  cf  the  War  Department  and 
very  similar  t'  the  Prisoner  Information  Bureau. 

A  I  believe  it  was  handled  b5'  the  Prisoner  Information 
Bureau.  There  was  a  separate  brdy  under  the  Hone 
Ministry,  however,  to  deal  with  civilians.  I  d-'-n’t 
know  what  the  name  cf  that  was. 

Q  What  c rpanizati' ns ,  in  addition  to  the  Prisoner  r  f 

v'ar  Inf  rnaticn  Bureau,  wore  sot  up  by  the  ’Tar  Depart¬ 
ment  for  deal  in.”  with  prisoners? 

A  Besides  the  Prisoner  cf  ”rar  Information  3ureau,  there 
were  the  Prisoner  reception  Centers  /.shuy  jo/ . 

Q  ’7ere  there  a  number  of  these? 

A  Yes. 

q  And  the  number  and  locations  cf  these  were  fixed  by 
the  Minister  :f  '"nr,  v/ere  they  net? 

A.  Yes,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  increased,  the  number 
cf  centers  increased  in  the  sane  way. 

» 
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Q  .*nd  Peru?  ti  ns  and  ardors  with  respect  tc  prisoners 
ef  war  ’/ere  either  rr.de  c  r  ao proved  by  the  1,ror 
Minister,  ’/ere  they  not? 

..  Yes,  ef  course, 

Q  Sc  that  certain  clerical  work  with  resoeetto  prisoners 
^f  war  was  done  here  in  Tokyo,  but  the  "ctur.l  handlin/* 
of  prisoners  in  the  field  was  perfumed  by  the  heads 
'"f  the  centers  under  the  repulati'ns  and  orders 
received  frcri  the  'r  r  Department,  was  ib  not? 

A  Yes,  of  course.  About  the  orders,  there  was  one  ether 
thin;’.  The  vrar  Minister  issued  the  orders,  but  the 
r.rny  commanders  could  issue  further  orders  on  the 
basis  of  th'se  issued  by  the  ’7ar  Minister. 

Q  Did  th'  se  orders  h*ve  t~  bo  consistent  in  nrinciole 
with  the  orders  issued  by  the  ”.rar  Minister? 

A  Yes,  of  curse.  They  were  issued  nn  a  basis  of  the 
*’V.r  Minister's  orders. 

Q  r»nd  the  clerical  work,  which  was  d-  ne  with  resnect  to 
the  prisoners  in  Tokyo,  was  directly  under  the  Military 
Affairs  Bureau,  was  it  n^t? 

A  It  was  dare  by  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau.  The  rules 
were  the  result  of  canferences  between  the  Chief  of 
the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  and  the  General  Staff. 

Q  You  mean  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff? 

A  No,  someone  under  him. 

Q  How  nr.ny  members  of  the  General  Staff  did  the  Chief  ^f 
the  Military  Affairs  Board  confer  with  in  connection 
with  these  matters,  and  v/hc  were  they. 

A  The  head  cf  the  Military  Affairs  3ureau  was  a  neriber  of 
the  "'ar  Department,  cf  course.  Dependinr  on  the  nature 
of  the  problem,  he  would  confer  ”ith  any  no  cf  the 
four  General  Staff  secti'  ns,  that  is  to  say,  with  the 
first  section,  Ooornti'ns j  second  soctin,  Intelliferco; 
third  section,  Transport;  or  with  the  General  Affairs 
Section. 
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Q  '"ho  was  heo.d  ox  the  Kilitcry  affaire  Buror.u  within  a 
short  tine  after  tho  '■'$?  with  America  started? 

A  Akira  IOTO.  At.  that  tine  he  was  a  major  cenerr.l. 

Q  Hew  Ion,’  did  he  remain  Chief  cf  the  Military  Affairs 

Bureau? 

A  I  dor  *  t  i-enerfoer  veil,  out  I  thin.*  l.e  remained  in 
that  position  until  au  ust  cr  October  of  1942. 

Q  ’’110  was  head  of  the  Prisoner  of  ’"or  Information  Bureau 
at  the  bepinninp  of  tho  war  and  after? 

A  Lieutenant  General  ULiTJaA .  I  don't  know  his  first 
none . 

Q  '/.as  it  iiikio? 

A  I  think  so. 

Q  Do  y^u  renewbor  telling  Lieutenant  General  lOiHA 
that  tho  prisoners  cf  ,rr  must  be  used  to  increase 
Japan's  product ion9 

A  I  remitted  their  use  in  factories.  This  was  based 
on  treaties. 

Q  Do  you  recall  also  statir.f,  in  early  194?  th  .1  in 

order  to  shuw  tho  ni.-hc  of  Japan,  it  \r  uld  be  necessary 
to  establish  prisoner  cf  -nr  cams  in  :c  ren,  Fcrnosa, 
Manchuria  and  Cnina  and  have  tho  prisoners  undergo 
compulsory  labor? 

A  Do  yru  mean  that  I  said  that? 

Q  Didn't  you  say  that  in  substance  il  not  in  the  sane 
v/ord  s  ? 


No. Tho  Ircaoirr  of  the  carps  was  cv. tern? ned  by  transport 
c  .'nsl  larr i  :ia  and  labrr  com*  dr ‘  it.*  ns..  One  - ?  think 
*.ru?d  like  to  say.  You  spoke  <i  f -\.r  ;d  /kyosci  redo 


It  was  nf't  that.  This  was  based  on  internatir nal  law 
which  enables  prisoners  of-  the  rank  Petty  Officer 
and  below  to  be  employed  as  verkers.,  Commissioned 
Officers  can  be  employed  at  their  own  rcouest.  I 
think  that  was  specified  iri  the  rules,  which  I  issued 
as  Minister  of  V1  .r  and  to  which  I  referred  a  moment  a~o. 

'  f  •  >  -  r  -d  •  . 

’"ho  succeed  JIUTO  p.s  head  rf  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau? 

.  i  •  . 

\enryo  SATO.  At  that  tine  he  was  a  major  general „ 

*  *  *  * 
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n^?oyOU  haa~d  at  any  tiro  that  thc  treatment  received  bv 

SU  St  SnE  IlU? JhV?U  iP°in?S  ’  F'  ™°«.  SSll?nd 

JnpnnosG°prisonors"of *rnr?  ”,S  bcl0'  th«  *“*«"»  to 

.  thst  bho  tr6ntmcnt  being  given  to  omisonvrs  wss 
>jPe  l  ns  thst  given  to  our  own  t  roon° .  Howevei 
conditions  under  which  Jnpnnese  troous  lived  tere  bid 
and  to  that  extent  the  treatment  given  to  orisonerTIas 
bad  too.  In  regard  to  Thailand,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
t‘v*r?  H1®*  onisoners  had  been  itistroated  by  officers  in 
h  building  of  the  railroad  between  Thai  and  Burma  that 

SE*SS;;  :nh?Ideit0  rrVhen  the*  -ne  s?ck7^,  ol 

tne  oa^ts  Oi  this,  I  ordered  a  court  martial. 

than  B?taan  and  the  building  of  this  railroad 
that  you  refer  to,  did  you  hear  of  any  other  mistreatment 
of  American  or  British  orisonors  of  v,ar? 

I  have  told  you  about  the  Thai-Burma  thine  lust  nrv"  "c^r 
from  those  two,  I  haven't  heard  much  o?  that  sort  of  thine 

ten^^eCtn?n;Vith  °?ina’  I:°  or  thre*  cases  came  Vo  »y  *l 
tention.  Of  course  the  authorities  on  the  -oot  conducted 

courts  martiai,  the  results  of  whicn  were  forwarded  to  me 

for  information  as  '¥,ar  Hinister.  On  two  or  three  occlstlns 

j??*  satisfied  "ith  the  results  cf  the  courts  martial 

?o?  ?eIoIswI?Itfln,bee"  dr°DDed)  ,nd  1  3ent  thcm  b’ck 

You  have  stated  that  you  knew  corolaints  came  into  the 

and  were  sent  to  your  office  in  con^ec+ion 
hsh  Tr!istreatp!enJ  of  prisoners  and  civilians?  Did  ySu 

or  did  you  not  acquaint  yourself  with  the  nature  and  Y 
content  of  these  comolaints? 


These  matters  were  usually  brought 
the  bureau  chiefs  of  the  Vfer  Depar 
were  held  t'”ice  a  ve«k,  Either  th 
of  War  Information  Bureau  or  the 
v/ould  bring  then  ur.  They  were  re 
chief  meetings  to  the  commander  in 
authority  to  act-  If  there  -."as  in; 
take  measures  accordingly,  and  the 
come  baev  to  me  as  ’-'ar  Minister. 

*  *  *  * 


an  at  the  meetings  of 
tmc.nt ,  These  meetings 
e  Chie*'  of  the  Prisoner 
Hi  tar  y  Affairs  Bureau 
f erred  by  the  bureau 
the  field  who  had  the 
nurane  treatment,  he  woul 
recort  would  nrobably 
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had  yon  heard  at  any  tire  that  the  treatment  received  bv 

prisoners  o.  war  in  the  Dhilipelnes,  Formosa,  and  Thailand 

Ton  n0t  °nly  lnhumnn»  but  »-as  below  the  standard  given  to 
Japanese  prisoners  of  rar?  gj-ven  to 

nnSH^°fed  t?at  ihe  tre9trnont'  being  given  to  prisoners  was 
tv.‘  th  levelas  °bat  given  to  our  own  troops,  Howevei 

an‘d  tn  th^0nSeUn^eLV',hJch  JaP™ese  troops  lived  were  bad 
bad  tLth  t  exfcent,t^e  treatment  given  to  Prisoners  was 
heard  ?hai-In  repard  Thailand,  I  do  not  know  that  I 

!vard  prisoners  had  been  mistreated  by  officers  in 

nr?Qenlldl,ng  °f  r'lllroad  between  Thai  and  Burma,  that 
prisoners  were  made  to  work  when  they  were  sick  and  nn 
the  basis  of  this,  I  ordered  a  court  martial.  ’  ’ 

Other  than  at  Bataan  and  the  building  of  this  railroad 

refer  J0?+?ld  yo^  hear  of  any  other  mistreatment 
of  American  or  British  prisoners  of  war? 

I  have  told  you  about  the  Thai-Burma  thing  just  no’-.  Aside 
.rom  those  two,  I  haven't  heard  much  of  that  sort  of  thing 
In  connection  with  China,  tw0  or  three  cases  came  to  my  at¬ 
tention,  Of  course  the  authorities  on  the  spot  conducted 
courts  martial,  the  results  of  which  were  forwarded  to  me 
o  information  as  'ar  i.inister,  On  two  or  three  occasions 
I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  courts  martial 
since  tne  cases  had  been  drooped,  and  I  sent  them  back 
for  reconsideration. 

You  have  stated  that  you  knew  cornlaints  came  into  the 

0ff1?e  and  ’vere  sent  to  your  office  in  connection 
Wit5<Ihe  iristreatnent  of  Prisoners  and  civilians,  D<d  you 
or  did  you  not  acquaint  yourself  with  the  nature  and 
content  of  these  complaints? 

These  matters  were  usually  brought  an  at  the  meetings  of 
the  bureau  chiefs  of  the  War  Department,  These  meetings 
were  held  twice  a  we*k,  Either  the  Chie**  of  the  Prisoner 
of  War  Information  Bureau  or  the  Military  Affairs  B^r^u 
would  bring  them  up.  They  were  referred  by  th«  bureau 
chief  meetings  to  the  commander  in  the  field  who  had  thp 
authority  to  act.  If  there  -as  inhumane  treatment,  he  woul« 
take  measures  accordingly,  and  the  report  would  oribablv 
come  baev  to  me  as  War  Minister  prooabiy 
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